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1. Executive Summary  
This “Historic Significance Assessment” has been prepared on behalf of the owners of the 

same address. It is to accompany an application for Listed building consent, reference, as 
described below:  

The assessment is to establish the significance of the loft contained within the West wing at 
the property known as Black House Farm. 

Black House Farm is a Grade II listed building and as such, the building has specific heritage 
significance and historic value attached to it at a local and national level.  

  



2. Site Location  
 
Location: Bramdean and Hinton Ampner, Winchester, Hampshire, SO24 
County: Hampshire 
District: Winchester 
Civil Parish: Bramdean and Hinton Ampner 
Traditional County: Hampshire 
Lieutenancy Area (Ceremonial County): Hampshire 
Church of England Parish: Hinton Ampner All Saints 
Church of England Diocese: Winchester 
 
Latitude: 51.025316 
Longitude: 1.132051 

 
Figure 1. Map of Hinton Ampner, showing Black House Farm. Google 2018 



 
Figure 2. Map showing Black House Farm, Ordnance Survey 2018. 

 

 
Figure 3, Black House Farm (outlined in RED) with the West wing (hatched in RED). 



3. Authority  
In the pursuance of a condition report on the Barn at Black House Farm,  
we were asked to comment on the historical significance of the loft contained within the 
west wing of the above-named property by the owner. 

4. Use of this report  
This report is solely for the use of the addressee and the application of Listed Building 
Consent and shall not be reassigned to any other party, without the written permission of 
Roland Locke.     

5. An assessment of the site and its surroundings 
The following sections of this document consider the relative significance of the Loft 
in the west wing of Black House Farm in order to assist with the consideration of the 
current application for Listed Building Permission. 

 

A. Historic England 
 
Entry Name: Black House Farmhouse 
Listing Date: 19 December 1983 
Grade: II 
Source: Historic England 
Source ID: 1155976 
English Heritage Legacy ID: 145380 
 
Listing Text 
SU 62 NW BRAMDEAN 
 
6/23 Black House Farmhouse 

 
Farmhouse. Early C16 and C17. Timber-frame with brick infill, main part encased 
on ground floor, in rubble flint with brick and stone dressings, wing has been 
rebuilt in brick, roof thatched with tiled valleys. T-shaped with 2 bay, 2 storey 
building with 1½ storey 2 bay wing added to rear at centre. Garden front 2 storey, 
2 bay with plinth, flint ground floor with 2 C19 3-light casements and above 2 
C16 oriel windows supported on single central timber bracket with C19 3-light 
casements, C19 external stack at right end. Other windows and doors C19. Roof 
half-hipped with decorated ridge piece and outshot on one side of rear wing. 
 
 
Listing NGR: SU6097925494 

 

 
 
 



B. Domestic Buildings Research Group (DBRG)  
 

The DBRG describe Black House farm as:  
A ‘L’ shaped house plan with a timber framed cross wing kitchen on first floor above 
flint wall with brick quoins and dressed stone. Chimney end, Stops lamb`s tongue 
with incised lines, jowled posts, small square panels, down braces straight upward, 
half hipped roof. 
The timber-framed kitchen, is the earliest example of this construction type in 
Hampshire. And have dated it by dendrochronology to 1620. 
Ref; HAM0042 

 
DBRG Data Sheet. 

 
 



 
 



 
 

  



6. Historical Description 

1. Setting 
The Bishopric of Winchester and other monastic institutions dominated land ownership 
in Hampshire, however, in the 15th and 16th centuries this began to change, when land 
holdings were broken up by the Dissolution of the monasteries initiated by Henry VIII which 
put previously ecclesiastically owned large estates into secular ownership, often 
accompanied by the rebuilding of farmhouses and major farm buildings. 
 
The farm, farm buildings and their attendant yards, orchards and gardens form the 
farmstead which historically were usually located near to a road and ranged in size from ½ 
acre up to 4 ¼ acres in addition to, between one and four enclosures of land. 
 

2. The farmstead 
 
Records indicate that Black House Farmstead appears typical for its age and size in 
Hampshire. In its extant form, Black House Farm appears to be essentially a little changed 
farmstead since its origin in the early 17c, being of the ‘loose courtyard’ type.  
Typically, farmsteads of this date and size often comprised (in addition to the farmhouse) a 
barn, stable, piggery, poultry house, pond, yard and orchard, loosely arranged around a yard 
which provided shelter and an area for the feeding of animals. However, until the mid 18c 
most farmsteads of this size contained no more buildings than the farmhouse and a barn. 
Most of these elements are still present at Black House Farm. 
 

 
Figure 4, Black House Farm 1850.  

Figure 5, Black House Farm 2018. 

 
It is likely that Black House Farm followed other smaller farmsteads in the change of the 
usual corn and sheep farming to that of arable in the 18th C.  
 
During the mid 19c most farmsteads of Hampshire were changing over to dairy farming to 
meet the demands of the rapidly increasing markets at Southampton and Portsmouth using 
the newly built railways. 



Later, during the inter-war period and again in the 1950s and 1960s urban expansion 
continued and some farmsteads were lost to the overspill from the towns like Andover and 
Basingstoke. 
The general enlargement of farm units across the whole county and the increase in 
mechanisation led to widespread redundancy of historic farm buildings for agricultural use, 
when many farm buildings were converted into residential use or fell into dereliction 
leading to, in many cases the complete disassociation of farmsteads from agriculture. 
 
 
 
  



3. The Farm House 
 

 
Figure 6, Black House Farm House. 

 
Research by the DBRG, historical records and architectural styling would suggest that the 
farm house dates from the early C17th. It appears to have initially been built as a single 
range of 2 bays in small panel framing. Later a cross wing of one bay plus outshot was 
added. 
The lower parts of the timber frame have at some time decayed and been replaced with 
brick in the cross wing and underbuilt or encased in brick and flint in the main range. 
 

4. The outshot and loft 
 
Out-shots exist in many vernacular buildings and although many buildings of this age 
incorporated out-shots from the start many were later additions. Evidence for a 
contemporary outshot, would exist primarily in the sole plates which have unfortunately 
been lost in this building. Other evidence of a contemporary outshot may exist in the roof 
design and make up. 
The purpose of out-shots varies enormously but are invariably connected with ancillary or 
domestic functions, but their use will have changed depending upon the era and needs at 
the time. 
 
Most of the lower timbers and panel infill in the walls of the outshot at Black House Farm 
has historically been replaced by brick when found to be decayed. However, there is clear 
evidence that changes have been made in this brickwork, in the form of a bricked-up 
doorway in the West Elevation that appears to have been provided for convenient access to 
the dairy from the outshot and a bricked-up window in the south elevation looking over 
what would have historically been the yard where cows waited to be milked or used for 
welfare operations.  
 
 
  



Construction. 

 
Figure 7, Outshot section 

The outshot formed of three walls projects from the west elevation of the west wing. 
At the head of the outer wall there is a wall plate whereupon the common rafters sit. These 
rafters rise up to the gable end wall of the main house and form the base for the roof 
covering. There are typically three tie beams, one located in both end walls and one 
centrally placed in the outshot. Their function it is to resist the outward spread of the wall 
plate at eaves height. (See Figure 8 and Figure 8) 



 
Figure 8, Outshot Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 9, Enlarged section of floor make-up. 

 

  



1, The main joists are Chestnut poles which have been incorporated into low status 
buildings, outbuildings or out-shots, such as this for many centuries. However, as the bark 
loosens with age and they still have very firmly connected bark, it would suggest that they 
are not very old. 
 
 

 
Figure 10, Chestnut Poles. 

 
2, The laths are of softwood which became the norm in the 19c  

 
Figure 11, Softwood laths (end grain). 



 
3, The door to the loft appears of 19c origin, but that could have come from anywhere and 
been done at any time. 
4, The poles have been overlaid with weatherboarding. (Probably oak). 
5, The weatherboarding has been floored over in very recent years with modern softwood. 
6, The soffit of the chestnut poles has been lathed with softwood laths and lime plastered. 

 

 

5. Conclusion 
 

Although the outshot may have had many uses connected with both the farm house and or 
farm processes throughout its history. 
Given the proximity of the outshot to the milking parlour and dairy, its most likely the 
purpose since the farm converted to dairy farming was almost certainly connected with 
dairy produce. One possible use may have been for the ripening of cheese prior to storage 
in the cellar.  
 

The age of the materials that form the fabric of the loft appears to be 19c and later. a 
function of cheese ripening would be consistent with later diversification of dairy farming 
after the establishment of this farming type in the late 18c or early 19c. 

  



6. Quality Assurance  
 

Site name: Black House Farm (Outshot and Outshot loft) 

 

Type of report: Historic Significance Assessment 

Prepared by: Roland Locke MSc 

IHBC (Associate Member) 

Member of Carpenters Fellowship  

Member of Domestic Building Research Group (DBRG) 

Member of Wealden Buildings Study Group(WBSG) 

Member of Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) 

 

Signed  

 

Date 10th May 2018 

 
 
Yours Faithfully 
 
 
Roland Locke MSc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Historic Building Conservation and Repair Ltd, Director: Roland Locke MSc, Correspondence address: Steepwood Bungalow, 

Adversane Lane, Billingshurst RH14 9EG: Registered company No 8860281 : VAT No 201435168 : Web site: 
www.hbcandr.com 
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